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Chinvat Bridge

The Chinvat (meaning Requiter) Bridge comprises four grade stage. This Chinvat
is allegorically called a Bridge, because from its top sub-region called *‘Var-i-Jam-kard’
begin the paradisiacal regions while the lowest sub-region of the Chinvat called Ganjesh

(which is the portal sub-region of the Chinvat) is connected with the regions of the spirit
worlds and of wicked or sinful souls.

Chinvat is derived from Chi, to select or punish (after judgment). It is a selec-
tor of saintly souls, who on account of their practising strict truthfulness in life on earth
with contrition for wrongs done, accompained with control over passions, and practice
of the Zoroastrian anti-microbe Baj-rites in daily life, become ‘Ashim ashai’, ‘holy for
the sake of holiness” (Ysn. 46,10), whom Zarathushtra promises to help cross the Chinvat
Bridge, while the wicked on account of the sinful life on eatth cannot go higher beyond
Ganjesh, its bottom stage. Partly better souls can go up to the second or third stage
called Gangdez or Kang-dez respectively, but not Var-i-Jam-kard, the paradisiacal top
stage. The rejected souls are hurled down to the halting station of Vantar above me-
ntioned prior to rebirth. Thus Chinvat selects the pious, and rejects and thereby puni-
shes the wicked as its derivative signifies. It may be noted that higher sub-regions of
this Zamrir are connected with paradisiacal regions, and the lower sub-regions with
Vantar, the halting station for sinful souls destined for re-birth on the material world.

As stated above, a saintly soul by becoming ‘Ashim-ashai,” holy for the sake of
holiness, succeeds in crossing the Chinvat Bridge, and ascends to the fourth Zamrir, in
which are located the ‘Chakati Bridge’ and several paradisiacal stations known as centres
of ‘Jaza’ meaning ‘reward’ (as opposed to ‘Saza’, punishment to sinful souls in this
material world). The highest among these paradisiacal stations is ‘Pahlum Ahwan’,
literally the ‘best abode’, which is referred to in Avesta as ‘Vahishtem Ahum’ (Vd. 19.36).

Khbanirath Bami . After crossing the Chinvat Bridge, the soul takes birth again
in this materal world for drawing to itself its particle-souls alienated-in- the beginning of
its journey of exile to the Space. It may be recalled that at that stage every wicked
whole soul (*‘Aka Chithra’) is bifurcated into sexes on Zareh Vourukasha, and that 1/10th
particle of both sexes is divided among animal, vegetable and mineral kingdoms. Ages
and ages after, when that parent human soul (masculine or feminine, whichever it be)
becomes pure, it attracts to itself and absorbs those alienated particles of its soul in the
three lower kingdoms as also in other human beings, and renders them Druj-free, i.e.,
turns their Druj into Gao, evil into good, by its spititual powers of holiness. Such
alchemization of the Druj in those particles effected in its microcosm by that pious soul
on this earth is called ““Khanirath Bami’ literally Golden or Shining Shore.
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Thus Spake “The Sleeping Prophet”

Edgar Cayce

The Earth will be broken up in the Western portion of America - Partion of Japan
will go into the sea - The upper portion of Europe will be changed in the twinkling of
an eye - There will be upheavals.n the Artic and the Antartic, that will cause eruption
of Volcanoes, in the torrid areas and there will be Shifting of the Poles - The
destruction of most of Los Angeles, San Francisco and New York - The end of
Communism in Russia with a Liberated Soviet in alliance with the U.S.A., and Russia
becoming Religious and God fearing - England losing Inda - The Christianization and
Democratization of Red China'-' (Cayce died in 1945)



‘Thus Spake “The Sleeping Prophet"
Edgar Cayce

The eternal laws of cause and effect, to which every soul is personally answerable, work
on all the other Planets n our system exactly as they do on earth, even though this is the
only Planet where physical life as we know it exists:

L N B B N

Cayce suggested that most souls made their greatest spiritual advances while living
obscure and uneventful lives, usually under faify straighten circumstances.

L

* It is never to late to mend thy ways,"  For life is eternal, and ye are what you are today
because of what you have bean. For ye are the co-creator with thy maker.

W & kW kW
They that make themselves friendly, have friends.
e PS5 g me—=5 o)
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BIRTHDAY CANDLES

The practice of blowing out a certain number (according to age) of lighted candies

on a birthday cake is not at all a Zoroastrian custom. In fact, according to the sixth
book of the ‘Dinkard’, “To extinguish fire is a sin.”

Fire, in Zoroastrianism, is doctrinally seen as the “son of Ahura Mazda" and as
a holy medium through which prayers can be offered to the Supreme Lord.

Fire is the living, divinely created eiement of Ahura Mazda. To pollute fire even
with one’s breath is a sin. This is why priests wear the padaan (a white cotton mask

covering the nose and mouth) while offering prayers or performing ceremonies before
the fire.

Instead of blowing out lighted candles, it would be more appropriate and
meritorious to light a diva (oil lamp) in the house and bring in light and lustre,
than blow out candies and take away the light and lustre.

©Oe ST ooe
BARSOM

Barsom (Av. Baresman) is a bundle of from three to thirty-five metallic wires
according to the ditferent grades of ritual, tied with a string made of date-leaf. It is
kept in the left hand by the priest, while performing the ceremony. Originally it consisted
of twigs of a certain kind of tree woven into a mattress(?) but in later times metallic
wires were substituted, as the knowledge of that tree has been lost (?).

Mahrue (lit. crescent-shaped) is the name of two small tripods, metaliic stands,

crescent-shaped at the top to hold the Barsom, when not held in the hand by the
priest.

Havan (Av. Havana) is a metallic mortar and pestle to pound the Haoma twigs.

Tasht (Av. Tashta) is metallic saucer with nine holes in the midst to strain the
Haoma juice.

Cups, dishes, and other minor implements are used for holding consecrated water,
milk, Haoma Juice, etc.

L POV VOO



DURAOSHEM

The word is derived from two words “Door” and “Aaox”. “Door” means distance,
length and “aaox™ is the incomplete state of death. Because of the untimely death a.
soul could not cultivate true sensibility.

True death on the other hand gives the soul the energy of immortality, makes it
aware of the Yazatas and helps him cross the Chinvat Bridge (Bridge of Separation).

Aaoxa stands for non occurrence of wisdom, light etc. Haoma is able to give the
strength and energy to overcome the condition of “dooraaoxa” and leads one from
the cycle of binths and deaths to immonrtality.



RATHESTAR

A RATHESTAAR is a warrior who fights against all the external evils in this world
as well as converting all the weaknesses with in him (VOHOON) to Good. The fire
within the Rathestar (Atashe-Vohufrayan) is in direct link with ATASHE-GUSHASP.
He possesses the energy of Fearlessness, full of courage, able to withstand all the
pain, able to concentrate in times of danger.



SAGDID

Literally means “seeing the dog” or “a deg seeing a dead body.” The dog has very
powerful magnetic currents coming from its eyes. These magnetic currents have the effect
of annihilating the Druj (the evil of decomposition) emanating from a dead body.

We know that the body starts decomposing on death. It is said in Vandidad F-7 “O
holy Zarathushtra, the Druj attacks immediately after death when the spiritual consciousness,
Baod, leaves the body. The Druj keeps attacking the dead body until a dog looks or
glances at the body, until carnivorous birds of prey fly over. When the dog sees the
body or the carnivorous birds hover over it then the Druj flees!” (to an extent).

Vandidad F-8 states; “By leading the dog, Druj flies away to the north region.”

From ancient times Parsi Zoroastrians have resorted to an unfailing test to discover
the body which is pronounced dead is not just in a state of suspended animation. The
putrid odour which commences from the very moment life becomes extinct and which
goes on becoming more pronounced is easily detected by a dog.

A person’s whose hands were tied at the back and a ten paise coin was kept on
the table; no other energy was applied except the gaze of that boy on that coin. After
a few minutes the coin started becoming powder. He blew at the coin and the powder
started flying in the airl With no external energy, with the power energy coming out of
his eyes he demonstated this experiment and hence we should not be surprised when
we are told by our texts to show the dead body to the powerful magnetic rays emanating
from the dog’s eye containing and destroying the Druj.
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“Bishydr makhiir, bish makhir, pish makhiir, faesh masaz, geh geh khiir,
pinch khir, andak khiir, chandiinke cheh khiiri. Jam-i-Ilm-i-Kshnoom.

i.e., “Don’t drink it (1.e. the wine of knowledge) much, don‘t drink it more
than necessary, don’t drink it before your time, don’t give publicity, quaff it

on proper occasions, quaff it in silence, quaff it little by little. What is it that
you will drink? — the Bowl of Ilm-e-Khshnoom.”
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DOKHMANASHINI

There is no valid Zarathushtrian alternative to the Dakhmanashini. The other two modes,
namely cremation and burial, strike at the very core of the ecological precepts enunciated
by Asho Zarthushtra and hence, can newver be adopted by us.

A GRAVE WARNING : If God forbid, Dakhmanashin, is aboiished and cremation becomes
the order of the day, as a consequence of the resultant psychological revulsion, our people
will feel disinclined to visit fire temples and some of them may have to be closed down
because of lack of support.

According to the last sentence of Atash Nyash, the fire on the aliar blesses that a
devotee with long life fu}! of blissful conscience who offers it a piece of wood after examining
it in light to see that it is pure and has no dirt attached thereto. It is easy to visuaiize
what the reaction of the fire could be, when a dead boay full of dirt and filth is put on
it. It makes no difference whether the fire is physical or electrical. In Haptan Yasht - Karda
2 - a Zaraihushtrian devotee addresses the holy fire as the symbol of Ahuramazda and
expresses his desire to be at-one with it. The “swiftest fire” is electricity. As a raritied ferm
of fire, it can be defiled by a naso - a dead body, instanily. The Defilement Quotient of
Electricity is 9, while that of a stone siab is just 1. Till the number of vultures increases
again, some minor adjustments will have to be made temporasily, but the ancient Zarthusktrian
theme, namely expcsure to the Sun’s prophylactic rays must be maintained at all costs.
Posterity will not forgive those who are now at the hetm of affairs - the Communal
as well as the Religious - if they arrive at any hasty thoughtless decision. What
Alexander and the Muslim invaders could not do, the present day Parsis are doing
- digging their own graves. We are, unfortunately, our cwn worsi enemies.

- Beheram D. Pithavala
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SAVOUR THESE IMMORTAL DELICACIES..

** Bulbul zey Shaakhey sarvaba gulbungey Pahlavi
Mee khaanda dush darsey makamaan tey ma-aanvi ‘'’

Last night a Bulbul was reciting on the branch of the ‘Sarva’ tree, the appreciation
of the lesson pertaining to the path of God, in a loud voice in Pahlavi—Khwaja Hafiz

“ Ba paalizey Bulbul banaaled hamee,

Gul az naal-ey oo babaalad hamee.

Bakhandad hamee Bulbul az har davaan,

Chun bar gul nasheenad kushaayad zabaar.

Kay daanand kay Bulbul chey guyad hamee,

Bazirey gul andar chey puyad hamee.

Neegeh kun sadargaah taa khishnavi,

Zey Bulbul sakhun guftaney Pahlavi *

in the garden, the Bulbu!l is fluttering about merrily and with its chirpings, roses are
virtually blooming. Scurrying around everywhere, that Bulbul is laughing away, and
whenever it sits on that flower, it chirps in a melodious voice.

Who knows that flying among the rose trees hither and thither, what does it chatter

about? But, at the crack of dawn, | find that that bird has started speaking the
Pahlavi language — Firdausi.

“ Sateeja bajaaye rasaanad sakun,
Ke veeran kunad khunhae kuhan *’

Pride is such an evil thing that in one stroke it destroys the oldest of the aold
families — Firdausi.

¢ nj beekhabar ba koosh kih sahibi khabar shavi,
Taa rahbeen naa bashi kai rahbar shavi ”

O Ignorant One | Strive to become a master of knowledge, until -Thou hast (thyself)
traversed the road, how canst thou become a guide of the road ? — Hafiz.

“ Zey muskhelatey Tarigat enaan mataab ai del,
Ke mardey raah nayandishad az neshibo faraz ”’
O Mortal ! Do not turn away the reins from the difficulties confronting you in the

path of Tarigat, because, cne who walks on the path of God, does not bother about
the ups and downs of Lite — Hafiz.
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THERE IS NOTHING OBNOXIOUS TO HEALTH.

At the Parsee Tower of Silence

Bombay - Some fifty vultures make their abode in the |(ofty
paims within the enclosure, and when the body is deposited in the Towers,
they swoop down, and do not rise again till all the flesh has disappeared.
In a fewn hours, nothing of the body remains except the bones.
Those who retail stories about fragments of human bodies being taken up
by the vultures and carried outside the park and the surrounding neutral
beit, and then being dropped on the roads are ignorant of the habits of
thase jackals of the air. On the American Pampas when they alight upon
their quarry, they are so loth to quit the gpot that they eventuslly becomre
unable to fiy from it on the approach of horsemen, who find no ditficutty
in knocking them over with their whips. Within the Towers they are seclu-
ded from all disturbance, and those who have watched for the purpose
hava never seen them come to the top with any substance whatever.
It is only when all is over that they come 1to the summit of the Tower
where they remain for hours without moving. Then they tzke their heavy
fiight to th2 pialms around; seldom indeed, do they go beyond tre trees
in the rough ground outside the vast compound. They are regaitded es a
maans of preventing decomposition, and in acomplishing that task they
perfectly succeed. The consequence is that the grounds about the Towers
have nothing of the hideous taint of the charnel-house. There is nothing
o9Ynoxious to heaith; there is not the faintest cdour ot death to mingle
with the perfume of the roses blooming around........... .-.. Filled with the
visions of this matchiess paradise, the mind forgets the swiit fate of the
mortal part of man in the vulture-haunted Towers, and follows the swifter
ftight ot hi:s immortal soul to heaven. - (The Times of India Handktack ot
HinJjustan-compiled by ‘G. R. ABERIGH-MACKAY,' P. 146)

A FAR SUPERIOR METHOD THAN THAT IN VOGUE
IN MANY OF THE WESTERN COUNTRIES.

Certainly a novel, and to my mind a far superior method for the
disposal of the dead, than that in vogue in many of the Western Countries,

LOUIS L. SEAMAN, M. D.,
of New York, U. S. A.






SPIRITUAL ASPECT OF MARRIAGE

Marriages of souls in our “Geti” have a relation to a link in spiritual (Minoi) world as
even souls separated by death have fo work in harmony in nature to help His plan of progres-
sing the universe —— ‘His Creation’. Will you then seek a divorce? A marriage Ceremony is
like an “Ejashna” — ‘Yagna’ — a ceremony of divinity and the first step is kmown as
“Sacrament” — and founded on the principal of give and take basis. If you do not have the
virtue of ‘selflessness’ you have no right to marry your partner as you will only seek instead of
giving. So the grandeur of marriage — the Majesty of Marriage Ceremony is in the knof® tied
between the couples garment, It is a knot tied to make two souls living in this world as one
with ‘AHURA’ and te work for him and his plan for “Creation” — of another Soul to be
born as a human and so the couple is blessed for the help given to the Divine natural plan of
creativity. A divorce is a_divorce from ‘THEE’, be it for any material of selfish reason. It is
more divine to give then to receive.. Our creation is governed by a pair of spirit and

matter (AHURA-MAZDA); in the same way a pair of human souls (Man & Woman) is to work
and progress towards Frashokereti.
Jemi B. Jijina
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You May Not Believe It, But Read -

“Faith begins where human arm ends”, and through faith only this is conveyed with the
thought that “Forewarued is Forearmed”.

The world’s wheel of (mis)fortune started turning in this decade, since 1982, bringing
fioods, earthquakes, typhoon, tidal waves etc., for all the boast and wrong done by mankind,
who still has a lot to see of Nature’s wrath. ‘The mills of God grind slowly, but they grind ex-
ceedingly small”, .

All these is mentioned here, because, in the Encyclopaedia of Medical Astrology, by
D:r. H. L. Cornell. M.D., the following entry is found under the head “TIDAL WAVES*.

If an eclipse of the Sun takes place in a watery sign coincident with the appearence of
a Comet, especially Ilalley’s Comet, it resuits in Tidal Waves, overflowing of sea banks, storms,
tempests, etc. in places indicated by the sign in which eclipse occurs.

A total Solar eclipse is due to take place on 12th November, 1985 in 20 degrees of
Scorpio (a Watery Sign). It is generally believed that BOMBAY is ruled by 19 to 20 degrees
ot Scorpio. Again Halley’s comet, ag is well known by now, will be visible between November
1985 and March 1986. ; '

Some 17 years or So ago, Yours truly was informed about “one water calamity Bombay
has to face” by the Elders of “Khshnoom”. it was very hard to visualize as to how this would
come about, but at the present juncture there seems to be a possibility of somme upheaved in
the Sea-bed around Bombay (Number of oil rigs around the island of Bombay may play a part)
The chalked out area can be from Colaba to Mahim.

Astrology is a Science of tendencies which can only indicate in a way what may take place
in future. Who else except Ahura Mazda, can say with certainty what to-morrow holds? But
forewamed is forearmed.

CURSET M. PATEL
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JAMAASP

Asho Jaamaasp was a pious and wise Prime Minister of Shah Vistaasp
of the Kayaani Dynasty. Owing to his piety, he was not only able to
grasp the substance of the Religion of Asho Zarathushtra but also worked
for the propagation of the Mazdayasni Zarathoshti Daena. S5o, as a mark
of respect Asho Zarathushtra bestowed on him the rank of "Fee". Hence,
his writings were known as "Jaamaaspfee”, -- at present "Jaamaaspee”.

Asho Zarathushtra also lent one of his spiritual Power known as
"Paoruchisti" to pious Jaamaasp. This power made him enlightened and
he was therefore able to know of the Past, the Present and the Future.
This explanation was first published by the School of Xnoom. There
1s a traditional lore that Asho Zarathushtra gave away his daughter in
marriage to Jaamaasp. But, he had no daughter. In our sacred scrip-
tures, it is noted that Asho Zarathushtra was the greatest of ail the
"Magava". The members of this tribe practise celibacy and, therefore,
do not marry. As a result, they do not have children. Paoruchisti was
thus not a daughter but a spiritual Power.

It is wrongly supposed that our Prophet had three wives, three sons
and three daughters. These nine were his spiritual Powers but were
allegorically depicted as wives, sons and daughters in accordance with
the functions carried out by these powers.

The Divine Science of Xnoom explains that the rank of "Fee" had
a specific bearing. This word belonged to the then spoken language.
It was called the "Kayaan" language. At that time the Kayaani rulers
ruled over Iran. "Fee" meant "foretold, predicted’. The writings of
Jaamaasp are known as the "Jaamaasp-fee" which means "Jaamaasp
predicted'. The title of this book is pronounced incorrectly as the
"Jaamaaspi".

Even today, the "Jaamaasp-Fee" is still available and is known as
Jaamaaspi.









Edgar Cayce and Reincarnation

The World famous Edgar Cayce the mystic who under self hypnosis gave
diagnosis of illness and gave cures which startled the world, the man whose psychic
readings have baffled Scientists and trained investigators for alltimes. An amazing
clairvoyant America has produced he was a God-fearing religious christian, who read
the Bible many times and was confined to a literal acceptance of the Bible. He
accepted it Verbatim, and drew his spiritual comfort from it and thus like any other
layman never believed in reincarnation. Till, he met Arthur Lammers, a well to do
printer form Dayton, Ohio. Lammers’s bombardment of questions to Edgar, regarding
human sotl, where did it come from, why were we born, what happens after death
etc. baffled Edgar who could only say, “I don’t know, | only know what is said in
the Bible....”

“Don’t know?” Lammers cried, “Man, you're a telephone plugged into a
Cosmic switchboard, and you haven’t even bothered to call up and ask why you're
here on earth?”” The followingis the gist of the conversation which took place between
them, and thank God for that, otherwise the wealth of information on the subject of

eincarnation would have been a loss to the world :
Curset Patel




{lammers:- Reincarnation is simply a belief that the soul is eternal. At intervals iti
allows itself to be born again - to put on a temporary physical body - in order to
accomplish certain things. Doés that seem so unreasonable?”’

Cayce :- “But - but it’s contrary to Christianity or the Bible*.

Lammers :- “Isit?” “you’re supposed to be the expert on the Bible Quote me one
‘passage that denounces reincarnation?” f

‘Cayce :- Why doesn’t the Bible mention it somewhere?”’

Lammers :- “Perhaps, it does. How about the third chapter of John, where Jesus
said, “Except @ man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God?”

Cayce :- “But that’s only a symbol. it means a spiritual rebirth”.

Lammers :- “It might, but the Bible doesn’t say it’s only asymbol. It states it as
a clear fact. And remember where Jesus asked His disciples who men said He was,
and they told Him some said John the Baptist, some Elias, or Elijah, some Jeremiah
orsome other prophet. Isn’t thata reference to reincarnation? There were many old
Testament prophecies of John the Baptist. In Malachi it says the Lord will send Elijah
the prophet before the coming of Christ. People asked Jesus if He were Elias and He
told them Elies had come already and they knew him not. The Bible adds plainly, “Then

the disciples understood that He spoke unto them of John the Baptist”.
Cayce :- “Ah-ha”, “Then how about John, when the Levites asked him if he were Elies

and he said he was not?

Lammers :»-"I'/m a Bible student, too. Ill answer you with a verse from Ecelesiastes.
There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance
of things that are to come with those that shall come after. No man, not even John
the Baptist, remembers past reincarnations. We'd just go on repeating the same
‘mistakes from life to life if we did.”

Jesus said plainly that no man may enter the Kingdom of heaven until heis
perfect as Christ was. Out of the multitudes of the earth, have any men, even the
saints, been as wholly perfect as Jesus?

“If we view each lifetime as one grade in the cosmic schoolroom of the soul,
'we find meaning and hope. The virtues we learn in the grade advance us, and go with
us, to a higher grade until we reach that graduation day when we stand before the
Master to receive his diploma of perfection.”

Edgar Cayce thus entered the subject of reincarnation, and during his lifetime
gave the reading of over twenty-five hundred people who went to him to learn of their
previous life histories on this planet. During one of his early ‘reading’ he flatly and
emphatically stated that, far from being a half baked myth, the law of reincarnation
iwas a cold, hard fact.

{(Based on books “Edgar Cayce on Reincarnation and Mastery man of
b'miracles).
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A SURE REMEDY

Here is a mental treatment that is guaranteed to cure every ill that flesh is heir to: Sit for
half an hour every night and mentally forgive everyone against whom you have any ill will or
antipathy. If you fear orif you are prejudiced against even an animal, mentally ask forgiveness
of it and send it thoughts of love. If you have accused anyone of injustice, if you have discussed
anyone unkindly, if you have criticized or gossiped about anyone, withdraw your words by asking
him in the silence, to forgive you. If you have had a falling out with friends or relatives, if you
are atlaw or engaged in contention with anyone, do everythingin your powerto end the sepration.
See all beings and all persons as they really are - pure Spirit - and send them your strongest
thoughts of love. Do not go to bed any night teeling that you have an enemy in the world.

Be careful not to think a thought or to say a word that will offend. Be patient, loving, and
kind, under ali circumstances. You can do this if you are faithful to the silent hour because there

you will be helped to overcome the selfishness of the Carnal Senses.

- Charles Fillmore



MUKTAD

“Men may come and men may go, but I go on forever.” Likewise, Muktad has
come, has gone and will come again. The holy days of the “Gathas™ and “Ghambars”
are over. The laity turned up in numbers, tons of sandalwood got burnt, money
flowed like water, but what a fall in ceremonies - ‘Kirya-Kam’, deterioration all the
way! From 18 day of Muktad, it became 10, and now one fear that it may go down
to 5 days also. God help us.

What a Commercialisation of Religion! Truly, a colour of ‘Kayamat’, in
‘Kalyug’. For the last few years, we have seen three clergy performed ceremonies
of three Muktad table families, over one ‘Afargania’, which we condone and have
accepted but now in one of the Agiaris of Bombay one mobed recites over on
‘Afargania’ almost all the names of different tables, one after another. (Just like
Anjuman), whist, the charges in thousands are collected for separate tables.
Formerly, in ‘Behras’(-vases-) flowers used to be placed by mobeds only and
Muktad tables were not touched by laity. Now, in some Agiaries, anybody and
everybody has access to them and the writer saw a mother and child blissfully going
in between tables, among the beautiful flowers! Where has sanctity flown? What
further is in store for the community in the coming years - God knows. Ustad Saheb
Behramshabhji said that once Prophet Zarthusht Sahib, Jamasp, Asfandiar, Peshoton,
Asmo-Khanvant, Maidiyomha, and other closer disciples had a get together,
celebrating, when Zarthusht sahib had come down from “Harbarez” - His mission
being completed and Dev-Yasnis all tied up, all were in good spirit, but Zarathusht
Sahib himself was sitting quietly with a serious face. Asfandiar being Zarathusht
Sahib’s favourite, asked him as to why he was not showing happiness. In reply
Zarthusht Sahib pointed at Jamasp. Then Jamasp said that in the present Zarvane
Daregokhadate (81,000 years cycle), before the advent of Rainidar Behram Varzavand,
the world will experience such a bad period, that there will be no place for the
Zarathushti Din to stand and for its tenets to be followed. Zarthusht Sahib is seeing
and remembering that period, that is why he is serious.

“Kriyas” for the dead Zarthushti is more, in comparision with other communi-
ties, because a Baste-Kustian Ravan, has to find its own way without any help, in
the upper realms Markaz/Stations of Cosmos, whereas other religion Ravans are
helped by their Religion fathers, dind the Shakati of Il and Ush.

How sad for us that our “Kriyas” are not being performed as they should be.
Hence, “Yasna-Daruji” is increasing which brings itl-will, and punishment in
different forms to the clergy and the community. As it 1s said, “When the clergy
fails, community has to fail.”

- Curset Patel




DAE MONTH JASHAN

Come Dae Mahino and Pars es get together to perform Jashan, many a times followed
by dinner, be it of Banks, Limited Companies, Mills, Small firms, Mandals etc., Wherever theres
a chance of feast, there is Parsee, all in good spirit. But hardly few Parsees must be aware as
to why they do this Jashan in the month of Dag; leaving aside other months of Ameshaspands
and Yazats like Behman, Ardibehest, Sherevar and so on.

According to Zarathusti Din our calendar days are given with the names of “Yazads' and
not numerically. We have 30 + 3 = 33 Yazads - but in Yazads also there are grades, although
each i1s submerged in others, attune and intune, with one another. Something like, one for all
and all for one. According to grades first comes Ameshaspands then Mino, Dae, Farrokh and
Yazads. As we have officers in Banks, Companies - All are termed officers, yet some are junior,
some senior, accountant, manager etc., Similarly, all are Yazads, with Ameshpands at the top
followed by Dae.

In our calendar, Roz Hormazad to Amardad, are seven days of Ameshpands, afterwhich
comes Dae, Daepadar. Similarly, from Adar to Gosh Roz and then, Daepmeher, Meher to Govad
Roz and then Daepdin. Now, the sum total of what you do, good or bad, right or wrong on days
previous to Dae, its plus-minus is done on the Dae day, i.e., Daepadar, Daepmeher, Daepdin.
Say a small judgement day - accounting ddy. The question which must be arising in one's mind
is what about the remaining days of the month, Din to Aneran Roz - because there is no Dae
after that. *Khshnoom' teaches that as per Zarthusti Din the remaining days of the month namely
from Din to Aneran, its plus-minus, of the act committed on these days, is done on five days
of the Gathas.

This is the importance of 3 days of Dae and Dae month, and hence Jashan - thanks giving
in this month.

- Curset Patel



REALIZE HIM

The path has been found which will make
you the happiest of men, the wealthiest of
men and the most powerful of men. Now
what is necessary? The will. Unless you
have the will to follow it, it is useless to know
the path. You may know how to cook all
kinds of the best dishes, but unless you go
to the kitchen and actually make some of
these dishes, your knowledge is of little use
to you. So mere knowledge that the path is
inside will not help you. You must work hard
and go there. Religion is therefore a thing
that is absolutely practical. It has nothing to
do with disputing and theorizing. That may
come before you have the will to follow the
path. But you may be the most ignorant
man, still if you have an intense desire to go
to God, you can go inside and reach Him
without any learning whatever. Then even
the most learned will come and sit at your
feet. Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna was almost
illiterate. He scarcely knew how to read and
write, yet the greatest pandits used to go to
him to have their doubts cleared. How was
it that he was able to do this? Because he
had the intense will to realize God and he
realized Him. His life is a standing protest
against the view that a man can oniy know
by reading books or by passing
examinations. This is a very meagre idéa of
knowledge. After your life-long struggle you
really know nothing. Socrates was the wisest
of men, because he knew that he knew
nothing.

Such a man not only sees God himself
but he can make others see Him. Swami
Vivekananda in his boyhood was constantly
in search after a man who could say that

he had seen God, otherwise, he said, how

can | know that He exists? Whenever he
heard of a great Sadhu or a great teacher,
he would go and ask, “Does God exist?” The

man would answer, “Yes.” Then he would put,
the question, “Have you seen Him?” When
they would answer in the negative, he would
turn and go away. Nowhere could he find a
man who said that he had seen God, and
for that reason he had come to the conclusion
that God was a matter of imagination. Then
one day he came to this prophet of
Dakshineswar, to this illiterate sage, and he
asked him, “Have you seen God?” At once
Sri Ramakrishna replied, “Yes.” “Can you
make me see Him?" “l can”, was the
Bhagavan’s immediate answer. At last
Swamiji was satisfied; and this is the reason
why in all his books he insists over and again
that religion consists in realization. Religion
is indeed altogether a matter of realization.

“One who satisties Ahura Mazda
through prayers gets the most exalted
reward through His supreme power.
On the other hand, one who does not
care to chant his prayers will have to
pass through the worst of the worst
time towards the end of his life”.

— Gatha Vohukhshathra
Ha 51 Para 6

O Lord Zarathushtra kindly protect the
man who has established friendship
with you through prayers, from enemies
having bad thoughts. Kindly see that
he does not venture into any bad
deeds whereby he would have to
suffer a loss. O Lord let there be no
suffering to the man who remembers
you and your Ameshaspands through
prayers.

~— Hormazd Yasht
Para 24
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A SMALL TRIBUTE TO
THE LATE MR. JEHANGIR S. CHINIWALLA
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS BIRTH CENTENARY

FROM ONE WHO NEVER MET HIM

“Biradar’! That one beautiful Persian word, meaning “brother”, a
favourite of the late Jehangirji Chiniwalla, typified the man he was. Though
he roared like a lion against all those who distorted or scoffed at the age-
old Zoroastrian traditions, practices and rituals,.he never had any personal
animus against the individuals concerned. In his speeches and writings
he would trenchantly criticise their stupid outpourings, but at the same time
he would remind his audience and readers that, ‘‘bichara bhoolava-maan
padela chhe!”

If today, many of us wonder how on earth could a human being like
Dr. Framroze S. Chiniwalla churn out gems of religious and spiritual wisdom
running into thousands and thousands of pages, the same surprise should
be expressed for his younger brother, who, for more than 26 years, wrote
millions of words week after week in “Parsi-Avaz.”

For Jehangirji, it was always “amaara poojya Ustaad Saheb...”
Throughout his life, he had an unflinching faith in his Ustaad, that Ustaad
whom the community failed to recognise. E

Jehanagirji’s style of writing was always simple and lucid. If, even today,
a Khshnoom Fidaiee encounters certain passages in Dr. Framroze’s books
which are difficult to comprehend, he will find Jehangirji's write-ups easier
to understand.

Jehangirji was an orator par_excellence! Whether it was a Shah
Nameh-Khani or a discourse, it was a treat to hear his melodious voice,
now commanding, now jointly persuading and coaxing his vast audience
with wit and warmth.

Jehangirji lived his three-score and fifteen years to the full. Till he
breathed his last in October 1973, his pen, always mighter than the sword,
did not forsake him. Jehangirji was certainly a rare jewel in the crown of
llm-e-Kshnoom, the like of whom will not be seen again.

- Adi Doctor
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Paadyaab

The Paadyaab is an important step while performing the Kushti. The Kushti is incomplete without

doing the Paadyaab first i.e. while reciting Kshnaothra Ahurahe Mazdao. Ashem Vohu (1) wash the
exposed pants of the body — hands and arms, face and feet (if open).

Kushti

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Face the direction of the Sun. If the Sun has set, then face SOUTH. Never face the NORTH
while doing the Kushti or reciting any other prayer.

WITHOUT UNTYING the Kushti, recite ‘Kem Na Mazda'. While praying the last sentence
Nemaschaa yaa Armaitish Ezaacha, place your right (if male) or left (it female) hand's index
finger (this is the Burjisi fmger) on the navel, look at the floor and think, “May this Kushti
induce in me devotion and humility of Spenta Armaiti".

Untie the Kushti. Fold it by making the two ends meet. Then insert the index finger of the
left hand into the loop and hoid the Kushti with the right hand, letting the ends droop towards
the earth.

Being reciting the Ahura Mazda Khodae prayer.

While reciting Ahereman Ava-dashann door avajh-dashtaar, jhad Shekasteyh Baad, crack the
Kushti lightly towards the North.

While reciting Ahereman Divan, Darujaan,..... again crack the Kushti lightly towards the North.

While reciting Doosh Padshahaan Avaa-deshaan Baad... again crack the Kushti lightly towards
the North.

Crack the Kushti three times while reciting the words Dushmata, Doojhokhta and Doojhvrashta.

While reciting Manashni, Gavashni, Kunashni, form two loops, first with the right hand and
then the left. Then bring the two hands together to form the third loop.

While reciting Taroiditey Anghere Mainyush, hold the Kushti at the same point but release
the two loops. Crack the Kushti, held in this way, three times towards the North. (Caution
: Ensure that at no point in time does the Kushti touch the ground).

While reciting Haithyaa Varashtaam Hyat Vasnaa... encircle the Kushti once around the waist
and bring the two ends to the front.

While reciting the word Shyothenanaam in the first Yatha Ahu Vairyo, cross the right strand
over the ieft and holding the left strand in the right hand, drop it into the loop caused by
the crossing of the strands, and tighten the knot while finishing the Yatha. While reciting the
first Yatha Ahu Vairyo think “l remember Ahura Mazda, whose instrument | wish to become
through my deeds (Shyothna).”

Do the same in the reverse fashion while reciting the second Yatha i.e. drop the strand in
the loop from the left hand side.

While reciting the second Yatha think “| remember Lord Zarathushtra who is my prophet, guru
and guide, who has shown me the way of becoming Ahura Mazda’s instrument. | am invoking
His power station and taking into myself His divine currents, so that | may advance nearer
and nearer to Ahura through my deeds (Shyothna)™.

While reciting Ashem Vohu, tie the knot behind the waist, pumng the strand in the loop on
the word “Ashem”.

Shift and adjust the Kushti so that the front knot is on the navel. Stretch the knot so as to
form two holes. Insert the index finger of each hand into the holes and recite Jasa Me Avangahe
Mazda while looking at the knot.
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FREEDOM

Everyone uses the slogan “Freedom to Choose” without knowing what FREEDOM
is! As long as we thirst to go to heaven, we are NOT in heaven! As long as we desire
and fight for freedom, we are not FREE! To be free Spiritually, is to be beyond duality
when the Mind obeys and surrenders to the will of the Divine Soul - without
choosing! When we are free spiritually, we say: “His Will Be Done” - Not my Mind's
which still chooses, is not free and is often selfish and wrong.

Freedom is not without RESPONSIBILITY. We may be free to do as we please,
but we must not forget that every Action causes a similar Reaction according to the
Immutable law of cause and effect. We create our own fortune or misfortune since Divine
Justice renders every Man his just dues - regardless of his station in life. “As you sow,
so shall you reap” is a Universal Truth. Wheat planted in the ground will grow only wheat
and not apples or barley. All our actions are the result or re-action of our thinking which
brings the consequential effects upon the individual responsible for the choice of thoughts
and actions.

The slogan “Freedom to Choose” should be replaced by “the Doer is responsible
for the Deed”. We are free to choose between life and extinction by choosing Religion
against spiritual ignorance.

VOV VOR VOV
KHURSHEDJI CAMA’S NOTE-WORTHY OPINION OF USTAD SAHIB

Not only Mr. Cama used to speak with enthusiasm about the teachings of
Mr. Behramshah Shroff, but with regard to certain words and views, Mr. Cama used
to say without hesitation, “‘Our students of Avesta do not understand the exact import
of this; What Beheramshah explains, is alone right.”

- Khudabuksh Poonegar




PROPOSED NEW DOKHMA AT VASAI TALUKA

Dokhm-e-nashini is a spiritual institution of the Parsi religion. It has threer main
components - ‘Talesams’. Talesam means a sphere of spiritual influence emanating a
vibrational field that has a set function in nature. The three Talesams of the. Dokhma are:

1. The spiritual field generated by certain specified rituals performed at the
time of consecration of the Dokhma

2. Sun's rays
3. Vultures

The three Talesams form a holistic combination, that is, all the three work
together. Any one of them cannot exist without the other two.

A highly religious hearted Parsi, Mr Bomi Sachinwalla of Vasai, has
earmarked 23 acres of his own land, free of cost, for building a dokhma, about
26 kras from Vasai and 85 kms from Mumbai. A committee called the Vasai
Dokhma Committee is wo~king on the project. It has been confirmed by actual
inspection that vultures are around in plenty in the vicinity. The place is
far away from any urban atmosphere and is at a height of about 500 ft above
sea level. It is surrounded by mountains and a deep jungle. The project proposes
to take care of a motorable road leading {o the place. The Dokhma, Bungli
and the Dadgah will be duly buiit and consecrated.

The consecration will be done by experienced mobed sahibs and as much
| care will be taken to follow the tenets and traditions of the rituals and ceremonies
as the present circunistances permit. No undue concessions and conveniences
will be resorted to in the consecration ceremonies.

This will be a project by private and independent venture, particularly
intended for the Parsi/lrani inhabitants of Vasai Taluka. However, the dokhma
can be used for any Parsi/lrani residing anywhere, if it is so desired by the
families of the deceased.

The Committee needs funds and appeals to the generous hearted Parsis/
Iranis all over the world. Your help in this divine mission will be highly
appreciated. (Total estimated — cost of 1Y/, crore)

Your donations may be sent to:
“Dini-Avaz” for onwards transmission to :

Bomi Sachinwalla - Tel: 912-455182 / 912-455557
Naval H Surty - Tel: 4710363 / 98212 27439

K. N. Dastoor - Tel: 493 2238 / 265 4095

Godrej J Dandiwala - Tel: 6408627

or Directly to the above persons.,

Cheques in favour of “MANIJEH PIROJSHA SACHINWALLA CHARITABLE
TRUST - VASAI DOKHMA COMMITTEE.”
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THINK IT OVER

1. The supreme One cannot be attained just by reading the scriptures and listening to
religious discourses. God can neither be attained through the mind nor by logic. He
is accessible only to those who have a strong craving to know and unravel the Supreme
Secret and essence of God.

2. Without love for God, no amount of meditation will bear fruit.

3. One may have read many Scriptures and may have many books but if there is gloom
in the heart, without grace of guru how can Supreme bliss and fulfillment be possible?

4. One who caused pain to any human heart could not attain spiritual excellence. Though
there are innumerable ways leading to Him but bringing happiness to the human heart
was the surrest way.

5. A person who runs away from life is not fit to be a spiritual seeker. Just as you cannot
run away from death, You can not run away from life.

6. Suffering produces endurance, endurance produces character and Character produces hope.

7. Learn from the mistake of others. You can't live long enough to make them all yourself.
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DRUJIH-I-BUJI - SECLUSION OF MENSTRUOUS WOMEN

The Drujih-i-Buji mentioned which in the Khordad Yasht results if proper’ precaution
is not taken at the period of menstural discharge of a woman. Hence, all sins of sexual
intercourse e.g. “Jeh-marzih,” or sin of adultery with a prostitute, “Dashtan-mnarzih” or
sin of intercourse with a menstruous woman, “Kun-marzih” or sodomy, “Avarun-marzashnih”
or improper sexual excesses, “Shoithra-gunah” or masturbation or onanism, “Rospi” and
“Ropsi-bargih” or all kinds of illicit intercourse with other women, “Guvah-paiti” and “Gavah-
vanidi” or all kinds of sodomy — all these enumerated in the Pazend Patit or Expiatory
prayer of Dasturan Dastur Adarbad Mahrespand fall under Druijih-i-Buji.

A right knowledge of Drujih-i-Buji and of the ill effects therefore will save the boys
of the age of puberty from the fangs of masturbation, will prevent the young ladies
‘from imparing their private organs during the period of menses, and wili stop infant
mortality and miscarraige etc., by teaching restraint of sexual excesses to the married
couple. Co-habiting after some time of the conception of a child is according to Vendidad
XV; 8 regarded as an act of Druj-i-Buji. Thus a genuine knowledge of all the rules
of Ashoi taught in the Zoroastrian religion puts a stop to many social evils arising out
of loose morality which can be controlled only by imparting original knowledge of Ashoi
and Drujih. ‘

The mandate for seclusion of menstruated women is based on the Zoroastrian
precaution against Drujih-i-Buji. The word “Dakhshtavaits” in the Avesta literally means
having some mark or indication, and hence the word came to mean “menstruous.” When
a young girl comes to the age of puberty, this monthly discharge is natural as the seminal
discharges in males. During this period the physical body of the woman has extraordinary
sham heat, and the evil magnetism flowing from her at this time is sufficient to annual
the power of magnetic aura of a pious man within a certain distance of her. The magnetic
flow from a menstruous woman deadens the essential-energy of seeds placed before
her, and renders them sterile. This fact is expressly stated by Pliny thus,—

*On the approach of a woman in this state of menstruation, seeds which are touched
by her become sterile, grafts wither away, garden plants are withered up.”

In the same way the germs spread in the surrounding atmosphere by te extraordinary
evil magnetic condition of a menstruous woman of mind by a dispersion of their thought-
power and various diseases also. Such a woman cannot repeat the Avesta manthra
and is not allowed even to hear anybody else reciting the manthra, for the magnetic
current issuing from the body is sufficient to nullify the Staotic effect of Avesta vibrations.

She has to cleanse her hands and feet and face only with the bull’s urine (Av.
Gaomaeza), and during the peirod of menstruous seclusion she. cannot touch water
for external application. The magnetic current in the bull's urine is powerful in over
powering the microbes in the aura of the menstruous woman, and the Khshaeto-frado
in the water multiplies these microbes if water is applied for wash to her physical body.
She has to take her food in a lead or iron utensil, and all these simple rules are based
on the subtle laws of magnetisim.

The menstrual discharge is a necessary condition and it natural one, for the function
of bearing children which the woman is entrusted with, necessitates this periodic flow.
This is a spontaneous ‘“Asar-i-Tarikih” arising naturally, as in the case of taking food
and removing excreta from the body. But as Zoroastrians we have to transmute this
Asar-i-Tarikih into Asar-i-Roshnih by observing certain rules of seclusion, prescribed
in the Vendidad, of women in menses.

- Phiroze Masani ( Z. A. & M. )




